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rocks  were clothed with woods or vineyards, or  their
summits capped with eternal snows.

It is remarkable that the scriptural name of Sinai,
given to the mountain where Moses communed with
Jehovah and received the tables of the law from above,
is now unknown in the land. When asked for Mount
Sinai, the Bedouin will shake his head or point to the
Jebel-Musa (Moses' Mount), one of the highest in the
peninsula, where a shrine has been erected to the Jewish
lawgiver. A Muhammadan mosque has also been erected
there. But we do not know for certain that this is the
Sinai of Holy Writ, which many have identified rather
with the Jebel-Serbal (6734 feet), lying a two days'
journey farther north, while Beke thinks it was the
Barghir, or Jebel-en-Nur (Mountain of Light), a peak
5000 feet high in the range bounding the Arabah valley
on the east. The view from the granite crest of the
Jebel-Musa shows that it is eclipsed by several surround-
ing peaks, such as the Jebel-Kntharine (8536 feet), the
more southerly Um-Shaumer (8449 feet), and the Jebel-
Gosh (8300 feet), which have rarely been visited by
modern explorers. In fact, this alpine region, whose
geological formation corresponds with that of the Euro-
pean Alps, and which still bears traces of former
glaciers, is still largely an unknown land. It may be
added that Professor A. H. Sayce regards the term
Sinai Peninsula as altogether a misnomer, tracing the
belief that Mount Sinai lay in the peninsula to the
Christian anchorites of the second century. He shows
from the Old Testament records and the Egyptian
monuments that Mount Sinai was certainly not in the
peninsular region named from it. The Tarn Suf of
Exodus, translated " Eed Sea " in the Bible, he identifies
with the Gulf of Akaba,.1 and he is inclined to look for
Sinai "on the borders of Midian and Edom, among the